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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
*GOOD -RUINS LALTERED -MOVE0 DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old Middlesex County Courthouse i s  loca ted  amidst commercial p r o p e r t i e s  on t h e  
main s t r e e t  (Virg in ia  S t r e e t )  of t h e  o l d  Colonial  s eapor t  town of  Urbanna. The 
bu i ld ing  is  s e t  o f f  from i t s  neighbors by being the  only  s t r u c t u r e  of c h a r a c t e r  and 
a n t i q u i t y  i n  the  immediate v i c i n i t y .  Its s e t t i n g  i s  enhanced by a  sha l low f r o n t  
yard p lanted  wi th  Engl i sh  boxwood and dogwoods. The grounds, i nc lud ing  a  small  
g ra s sy  yard t o  t h e  west ,  a r e  enclosed by a  low, b r i ck  wa l l  e r ec t ed  i n  t h i s  century.  

The o r i g i n a l  e ighteenth-century  po r t ions  of t h e  former courthouse inc lude  o n l y  t h e  
b r i ck  wa l l s .  Thei r  o u t s i d e  dimensions a r e  approximately 75 f e e t  by 27 f e e t .  Much 
patched and r epa i r ed ,  t h e  bonding of the  wa l l s  i s  ba re ly  d i s c e r n i b l e .  The main 
parts,however,  a r e  i n  Flemish bond; t h e  a rea  below t h e  beveled water  t a b l e  appears  
t o  he Engl i sh  bond. The brickwork may have employed a  g laz ing  p a t t e r n ,  but  many 
l a y e r s  of p a i n t  and some s tuccoing  make t h i s  impossible t o  determine. The s i z e s  
and shapes of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  openings a re - l ikewise  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine,  f o r  a l l  o f  
t h e  openings have been a l t e r e d  i n t o  poin ted ,  Goth ic-s ty le  windows o r  doors  wi th  
i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  upper por t ions .  The o r i g i n a l  arrangement of  t h e  openings 
probably c o n s i s t e d  of t h r e e  windows on each s i d e  wi th  an en t r ance  i n  t h e  west end. 
There seems t o  have been some s h i f t i n g  of windows on the  sou th  s i d e  t o  accommodate 
an a d d i t i o n a l  window near  t h e  west co rne r ,  f o r  t h i s  window does not  appear i n  an 
e a r l y  photograph. Addit ions t o  t h e  bui ld ing  ( a l l  ca .  1910) inc lude  a  gabled ent rance  
v e s t i b u l e  a t  tk west c o r n e r  of  t h e  no r th  s i d e  and a  matching p r o j e c t i o n  a t  t h e  
e a s t  co rne r  of  the  same s i d e .  A s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t i o n  i s  a t  t h e  e a s t  co rne r  of t h e  
south  s i d e .  A r ec t angu la r  apse has been added t o  t h e  e a s t  end. 

. - . 
-The bu i ld ing  i s  c u r r e n t l y  covered by a  s t e e p l y  p i tched  gable  roof  sheathed i n  s l a t e .  
The o r i g i n a l  roof was probably gabled wi th  a  s i m i l a r  p i t c h . .  The p resen t  roof i s  
supported o n , a  s e r i e g , o ~ . e x p o s e d , ;  hammer-beam-like t r u s s e s ,  sugges t ing .  t h a t  no 
o r i g i n a l  t imbers su rv ive ,  An o l d  photograph shows t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  i t  appeared 
p r i o r  Q, ch.e . l g s , t . , a d d i t i o n ~  ,- w i ~ h  ,scrol led Gothic Revival bargeboards  and -pinnac.les 
a t  t h e  gable  ends. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  main p a r t  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  one l a r g e  room except  f o r  t h e  
westernmost bay which has been p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  from t h e  r e s t .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
aspe i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  l a r g e  niche ornamented wi th  a  somewhat p r i m i t i v e  p a i n t i n g  of  
t h e  Magi, executed i n  1911 by Anne F le t che r  of Richmond. m e  remaining wa l l s  a r e  
p l a i n  p l a s t e r  with a  s imple c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard. None of t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  
appears t o  da t e  e a r l i e r  than  the  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  .The f l o o r  i s  p ine  boards;  
underneath i s  only  a  crawl space. No i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  arrangement of t h e  
i n t e r i o r  is ev iden t .  

The bu i ld ing  i s  kep t  i n : a  gene ra l ly  good s t a t e  of r e p a i r .  It i s  used r e g u l a r l y  f o r  
l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and meeting&, . . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Middlesex County Courthouse surv ives  as one of  V i r g i n i a ' s  e leven  Colonia l  
courthouses,  one of an outs tanding  c o l l e c t i o n  of pre-Revolutionary c i v i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
unmatched i n  q u a n t i t y  by any o t h e r  s t a t e .  Although the  bui ld ing  has  been much 
changed dur ing  i t s  two c e n t u r i e s  o f  ex i s t ence ,  and o n l y . i t s  patched wa l l s  a r e  
o r i g i n a l ,  i t  remains t h e  p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c a l  foca l  po in t  of  t h e  o l d  seapor t  v i l l a g e  
of  Urbanna. Many important  a spec t s  of county and s t a t e  h i s t o r y  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
the  va r ious  uses  t o  which the  bu i ld ing  has been put.  

Middlesex County, l oca ted  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of V i r g i n i a ' s  Tidewater r eg ion ,  between t h e  
Rappahannock and Piankatank Rivers ,  was formed from Lancaster  County about 1669. 
The c o u r t  o r i g i n a l l y  met a t  what i s  now t h e  se t t l emen t  of  Stormont, but  i n  1685 i t  
was ordered t h a t  a courthouse be e rec t ed  i n  the  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  v i l l a g e  of Urbanna, 
the p o r t  of  e n t r y  f o r  t h e  county. However, because t h e r e  was no b r idge  o r  f e r r y  
across  t h e  ad jacent  c reek ,  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  lower p a r t  of the  county complained t h a t  
t h e  proposed l o c a t i o n  would be an inconvenient  one. The ma t t e r  was not  reso lved  f o r  
some s i x t y  yea r s  u n t i l  a  f e r r y  could be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and even then t h e r e  were 
complaints about t h e  t o l l s .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  courthouse was f i n a l l y  begun:.:in 1745. The o r d e r  f o r  bui ld ing '  
the courthouse was probably recorded t h e  previous yea r ,  but un fo r tuna te ly ,  the  o r d e r  
books: coverbng. t h a t  year  have been. l o s t .  O f  f io ia l -  approval  f o r  thernew 'bui ld ing  
and i t s  l o c a t i o n  was granted  somewhat be l a t ed ly  (probably a f t e r  the  bu i ld ing  was 
f i n i s h e d )  by t h e    over nor's Council  on Apr i l  24, 1746. An e n t r y  i n  the  Executive 
Journal  f o r  t h a t  day records :  "It i s  ordered t h a t  t h e  Courthouse o f  t h e  County 
a f o r e s a i d  be removed t o  Urbanna according t o  t h e  Prayer of t h e  s a i d - P e t i t i o n . "  The 
county, by January 1745, had a l r e a d y  made payment t o  one John Rodes, Jr.,  f o r  h i s  
c a r e  of t h e  courthouse.  

The r o u t i n e  bus iness  of  t h e  couaty was conducted i n  the  courthouse f o r  t h e  next 
hundred years .  Major events  t ak ing    lace t h e r e  inc lude  a  1771 t r i a l  of s i x  Bap t i s t  
min i s t e r s  f o r  preaching without  a  l i c e n s e .  The fou r  who were convicted continued t o  
preach from t h e i r  j a i l  windows f o r  the  f o r t y - s i x  days of  t h e i r  imprisonment. On the  
eve o f  t h e  Revolut ion,  i n  1774, f r eeho lde r s  met a t  the  courthouse and i ssued  r e so lu -  
t i o n s  aga ins t  t a x a t i o n  without  r ep resen ta t ion .  Curing t h e  war i t s e l f  the  l o c a l  
Committee of  Sa fe ty  met i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  t r y  members of  t h e  l o c a l  gen t ry  f o r  
suspected l o y a l t y  to  the  Crown. 

Even a f t e r  Urbanna had served the county f o r  n e a r l y  a  century  t h e r e  were those  who 
f e l t  t h e  courthouse should be loca ted  elsewhere. F i n a l l y ,  i n  1847, the  Middlesex 
j u s t i c e s  voted aga ins t  funding f u r t h e r  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  and decided t o  move the  
county s e a t  t o  the  more a c c e s s i b l e  se t t l emen t  of Saluda. A new courthouse was 
completed i n  1852: and t h e  o l d  courthouse was s o l d  a t  auc t ion  t h a t  same year  t o  

See Continuat ion Sheet 82 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Captain John Bailey f o r  $600.00, Bailey had t h e  bu i ld ing  renovated i n t o  an 
interdenominat ional  chapel ,  r e s t y l i n g  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  Gothic t a s t e .  

During t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  was used f o r  a  time a s  barracks f o r  
Confederate t roops.  It was s h e l l e d  by Union gunboats,  bu t  l i t t l e  damage r e s u l t e d .  
Af ter  the  war i t  continued as  a union chapel  u n t i l  1896 when i t  was so ld .  It changed 
hands s e v e r a l  times u n t i l  1907 when i t -was  acquired by Chr i s t  Church Pa r i sh  of 
Middlesex. Dedicated as  an Episcopal  chapel  known a s  Epiphany i n  1920, i t  served  
i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  1948 when improved t r a v e l  condi t ions  made t h e  chapel  no 
longer  necessary.  It was i n  t h a t  year  t h a t  the  bu i ld ing  was deconsecrated and 
deeded t o  the  Middlesex County Woman's Club. It remains t h e  c l u b ' s  headquar te rs  
and se rves  as  the  scene of va r ious  community and p r i v a t e  funct ions .  
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